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COUNTY OF LINCOLN
New Mexico
. Regular Meeting
Board of County Commissioners
Preston Stone, Chair Thomas F. Stewart, Member
Dallas Draper, Vice Chair Elaine Allen, Member

Lynn Willard, Member
Minutes
Tuesday, May 17, 2016

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lincoln County Commission held at 8:30 AM on May 17,
2016 in the County Commission Chambers, Lincoln County Courthouse, in Carrizozo, New
Mexico.

1. Call to Order

Chair Stone called the Regular Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners to order at 8:29
AM.

2. Roll Call

Roll Call.
Present: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

Others present included Nita Taylor, County Manager; Alan Morel, County Attoney; and
Rhonda Burrows, County Clerk.

3. Invocation
The invocation was presented by Pastor Hayden Smith.
4. Pledge of Allegiance

a. Pledge - US Flag
b. Salute ~ NM Flag

5.  Approval of Agenda

Motion: Acceptance of the Agenda and authorized the Chair to move items as necessary,
Actlon: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Draper, Seconded by Commissioner Willard.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

6. Approval of Minutes

a. April 15, 2016 - Special Commission Meeting
b. April 19, 2016 - Regular Commission Meeting

Motion: Approve the minutes of the April 15, 2016 Special Mesting and the April 19, 2016
Regular Meeting; Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart, Seconded by
Commissioner Allen.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

8 Approval of Consent Agenda
a. Payroll/Accounts Payable/Budget/ Expenditures
b. Treasurer's Financial Report for the Month ending April 30, 2016

c. Carrizozo Soil and Water Conservation District Mill Levy Rate
d. Upper Hondo Soil and Water Conservation District Mill Levy Rate
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Motion: Approval of Consent jtems as presented, Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner
Stewart, Seconded by Commissioner Allen.

Commissioner Stewart requested clarification of several budget line items and expenditures
including payments to King Industries.

Ms. Taylor stated staff would present line item budget adjustments for approval to rescive any
negative balances at the end of the fiscal year. Ms. Taylor reminded any payments to King
Industries were constrained by the total annual contract award.

Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes = 4, No = 1, Abstain = 0).
Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper, Commissioner Willard.
No: Commissioner Stewart.

Commissioner Stewart clarified his vote in the negative was specifically related to Agenda Item
7(a).

SEE EXHIBIT A: Copies of Consent ltems are attached hereto in reference thereto made a part
hereof.

8. Forest, Land & Natural Resources Matters:
a. Smokey Bear Ranger District

Heather Noel, District Ranger reported on continuing efforts to rebuild the Southfork
Campground near Bonito Lake. Ranger Noel stated the Ranger District had requested US
Forest Service regional and national funding to rebuild the site for both day use and overnight
camping.

Ranger Noel stated trail work will continue in wilderness areas utilizing cross cut saws to
remove trees. Ranger Noel stated crews had also done extensive trail work in the Bonito and
Three Rivers areas.

Ranger Noel stated seasonal crews were added for the fire season and expressed gratitude for
the level of participation by students from New Mexico State University. Ranger Noel stated
one of her priorities was to identify opportunities for local school districts to participate in forest
health projects. .

Ranger Noel stated plans to host a public meeting to discuss the upcoming Forest Plan revision
and address other questions from the community.

b. Cibola National Forest

Ms. Taylor stated the Cibola Forest Plan Revision process was in Phase |l which included the
presentation of the Proposed Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for public
comment. Ms. Taylor stated a final Objection Period would occur prior to approval of the
Preferred Alternative and Final EIS with Notice of Plan Approval and Final EIS anticipated in
2018.

c. Community Forester

Rick Merrick, Community Forester for South Central Mountain Resource and Conservation
District reported on a recent FireWise Meeting held with the residents of the Ranches of
Sonterra. Mr. Merrick reported Sherriff Robert Shepperd and Joe Kenmore, Director of
Emergency Services were in attendance to answer questions. Mr. Merrick reminded the
_subdivision had qualified as a FireWise Community and they committed to maintaining
properties to limit fire danger.

Mr. Merrick reported the next Eastern New Mexico University Speaker Series topic was
“Grassland Restoration Efforts on the Smokey Bear Ranger District”.

Mr. Merrick provided an update on the Ruidoso Collaborative Forest Restoration Program Grant

activities including a prescribed bum in Cedar Creek. Mr. Merrick discussed an upcoming
prescribed burn planned in the West Mountain area.
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